Aortitis and periaortic fibrosis.
A 45-year-old man presented with bilateral lower extremity claudication due to aortitis and periaortic fibrosis. This variety of aortitis has been described in the pathologic literature as chronic periaortitis, a subset of idiopathic retroperitoneal fibrosis. The association of this aortitis with abdominal aortic aneurysm has been described in the surgical literature as inflammatory abdominal aortic aneurysms. These entities are thought to be secondary to the same disease process. We review the possible etiology, diagnostic considerations, and management of these aortidites.